
Review of Purango Dolo Bamboo Mallet #3:

Length:  34.75 inches

Weight: 234 grams

I started playing bike polo and making my own mallets about 2 years ago.  To say that I had no idea what 
I was doing when I made my first mallet would be a tremendous understatement.  The overall length was 
about a foot too long, the shaft was made out of some god-awful heavy 1970’s ski pole, and the head was 
fashioned from extremely brittle and incredibly weighty white PVC pipe I had left over from a plumbing 
job I’d done on my house earlier that summer.  Needless to say, it felt like a boat oar, and had as much 
subtly to it as one.

My mallet making abilities have slowly been refined over the past few years, and I have experimented 
with all sorts of materials in an effort to build that one “perfect” mallet.  I thought I had it pretty well 
nailed until I received my custom Purango Dolo bamboo mallet.  

I am not sure how to begin describing this mallet.  First, just look at the attached picture.  The thing is f-
ing beautiful!  We all want to do things well.  Barring our ability to do that, we at least want to do things 
with style.  Everyone who has played polo with me will agree that I don’t do it that well.  Yeah, I try real 
hard, and yeah, I have lots of fun doing it, but let’s face it, I’m just not that good.  Enter my new mallet.  I 
may suck, but right now I suck with STYLE.  It has so much style in fact, that it doesn’t really matter how 
well it plays.  It looks so good that I would use it even if it handled like a Yugo at the DAKAR. 

Let’s do a quick break-down of the 3 main “pieces” of the mallet: the grip, the shaft (giggle) and the head.   

The grip is about 10 inches long, wrapped with foam road-bar tape, and capped with a super-sweet 
shotgun shell casing top.  Pretty nice, right?  It has a tear-drop shape so it always falls in to the right 
position in your hands, and is long enough so you can move your grip up and down to play the ball 
differently given the situation at hand.  Overall, it’s plush, grippy, and cool looking.

The shaft is made from heat-tempered bamboo that was grown in a Tibetan Buddhast temple where 
monks prayed over it night and day until it had reached the optimal diameter to be made in to a polo 
mallet.  Actually, I have no idea where the bamboo is from, but the heat-tempering process gives the 
bamboo this super-cool old kung-fu movie look that just screams BADASS.  While there is no flexibility 
requirement to a polo mallet, the more “whippy” it is the better.  The bamboo makes the mallet super 
“whippy”, but stiff as well so that it has a really nice action.  The bottom part of the shaft has been 
wrapped and glued with twine to provide a little protection and give it that old-world look and feel (it 
does look pretty sweet).

The head is your standard ABS, about 5 inches long.  It is attached to the shaft at a slight angle with two 
deck screws placed on the right side of the head to avoid unnecessary ball damage.   The back-heel of the 
head is cut at a 30 degree or so angle, so when you take a shot at the ball the heel does not strike the 
ground first and twist the head.  This is really quite clever, and something I hadn’t considered until I 
played with this mallet.  I had always reversed this angle cut on my mallets to give the head a nice 
“chipper”, but was always fighting the “twist” from hitting the heel on the ground and flubbing my shots 
and passes.



All told, this is an extremely well-crafted mallet with only a few negatives.  It is a little heavy compared 
to my super-light aluminum mallet.  It’s not so heavy you feel like a little school girl trying to twirl a 
mini-van around your head, but you definitely “feel” it after playing for a few hours.  The extra weight 
does help add distance to passes and long shots, so actually it’s a good thing.   I just need to start eating 
my Wheaties.  Also, it is a little fragile.  I have played with it 6 or 7 times up to this point, and I am 
starting to see stress cracks developing along the central, “flexy” portion of the shaft.  The fact that it 
looks so sweet, but seems so brittle keeps me from doing much mallet-on-mallet play in an effort to 
extend the life of the mallet a few games longer.  

Regardless, this is by far the best mallet I have ever laid hand to.  I will be very sad when it finally breaks 
as all mallets are bound to do.  Bottom line, this thing is worth every penny it cost, and then some.   
Thanks to Chad for the awesome mallet, and don’t be too surprised if you see tears in my eyes when 
“Billy Baroo” (hopefully somebody gets this reference) finally dies. 


